Go Kidsgrove Meeting
14 August 2018 – held at The Railway Inn
th

NOTES OF MEETING
Present: Josephine Locke (Chair)
Janet Lacey
Elaine Gibson
Trudi Barnard
Geoff Locke
Philip Leese
Mark Smithson
James Cope
Amelia Cope

Alex Wright
Paul Waring

Apologies
Robin Wiles
Andrew Marcus
Jill Waring
Hilary Allman

Notable Dates
15th November – possible town centre switch-on date
17th November – Victorian Market
ACTION
1.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS – JLo welcomed everyone to the
Railway Inn, particularly Amelia and James from MIM Agency.

2.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Last meeting was the AGM so no new minutes. AGM notes will be
publically available on www.gokidsgrove.co.uk website.

3.

CHRISTMAS
 Possible switch-on date of Thurs 15th Nov but waiting for Mark Bright
to confirm if he is available. Victorian market will be on 17th Nov
(earlier than usual because of date clash with another nearby event.
 To encourage participation in the Lights Procession we will be
running workshops to make lights and decorate rocks. Provisional
dates are 27 Oct, 3 Nov and 10 Nov. Need to approach library about
using them as a venue for workshops. Volunteers needed!
 Need to engage with schools to get them involved in the switch-on,
possibly singing carols. May be worth approaching Rich at Tesco
regarding refreshments for schools if participating.
 Christmas treasure hunt will be based around finding Santa’s
reindeer. Could try and purchase reindeer or run workshops to make
simple ones, possibly at library again. Volunteers needed to research
reindeer and/or help with workshop.
 Go Kidsgrove has won another £1000 worth of lights in the Revive &
Thrive/Blachere competition. We now need to spend it.
 We currently have 7 snowflakes and 10 columns ready to be erected.
 MS is putting up more festoon lighting this month. The board decided
not to use the red/white/blue lighting as there would be insufficient
time to swap the bulbs between the Armistice commemoration and
the Switch-on. The green lights have been installed instead.
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4.

5.

HERITAGE TRAIL
 Still getting planning permission sorted.
 Project launch event on 13th July went really well. Book of poems to be
produced.
 KHT committee met with designer today to design panels and
accompanying booklet.



TB

Go Kidsgrove Rocks going well with over 250 members and new
people joining each week. It is an excellent activity for affirming our
identity and engaging with families. Will use rocks to promote
Christmas activities.
Calendars – now with the printers, will be available by mid-Sept and
will be launched with an exhibition of all the submitted photos at
Kidsgrove library.
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7.

TB

OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES FOR 2018


6.

Community Christmas Lights competition – several options for this
year’s competition have been suggested. We need to explore the
implications of some of these, e.g. would consent forms be needed?

The Business Boost Awards are an annual competition open to ALL
small businesses in the Borough with cash prizes of up to £1500. This
includes home-based, online and franchises as well as regular
businesses. Closing date for entries is 23rd Sept and full details are
available on www.businessboostawards.org.uk. Please pass on to any
businesses you know and let’s have a Kidsgrove winner!
Amelia introduced her business, MIM Agency, to the group. MIM is a
modelling agency, casting agency and offers model portfolio
photography. It has been operating for over 10 years in Stoke and
recently took over the former Co-op bank. We are delighted to
welcome Amelia and her business to Kidsgrove and wish her every
success.
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NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 18th September 2018, 6.30pm, at The Railway Inn.

ALL

[NB: Note change of date to 3rd Tues, not 2nd Tues of month as usual).
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